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Session 1  :  WHAT IS BIBLE PREACHING AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?
1.
Basic Convictions about the Bible
(a)  God has spoken


2 Peter 1:3-4, 16-21


EVENT   +   EXPLANATION   =   REVELATION


(b)  God speaks still and He is saying the same

Heb 3:7



2 Tim 3:14 – 4:5

· The central role of the Bible preacher


· Where the Word of God is faithfully proclaimed there the voice of God is authentically heard.  For what the Bible says, God says.



· The danger of “relevance”


                  and “interpretation”




(c)
God gives us the keys to understand and use the Bible, within the  Bible.

· Scripture interprets Scripture   -   one author



· 66 separate, but closely integrated, books




-  the text is in the driving-seat



-  the “melodic line” is vitally important



· The crucial importance of the original context



· The danger of the preacher’s mincing machine
2.  Basic Convictions about the Preacher

(a)  Theological convictions which motivate and control

·  The centrality of the Lord Jesus Christ
(“Him we proclaim”)



·  Our hearers are in trouble because of sin



·  Satan is a real and powerful enemy



· The Word of God in the hands of the Spirit of God has infinite power.





(b)  False Trails which he will seek to avoid

· Allegorical


· Cut and Paste


· Golden nuggets


· Coloured glasses

· Imposition

· Electric Shock


(c)  Personal Qualities which he will seek to develop


Look at response verbs   -   Acts 17:3-4, 17;  18:5, 11, 13, 19; 19:8;   28:23, 31.



What leads to that sort of persuasiveness?


· Prayer

· Clarity

· Confrontation

· Courage


· Confidence


· Crucifixion
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Session 2  :  THE PREACHER IN THE STUDY  :  FROM TEXT TO SERMON
1.
Why preach?
· Col 1:24-29

· Rom 10:14-17

2.
The Preparation Process
(i)  Exegesis

(ii)  Exposition

(iii)  Strategy

(iv)  Notes

3.
Stay on the Line       
      “The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth”

· Below


· Above

4.  Listen with your eyes
· Words matter  (Matt 4:1)

· Order matters  (Phil 3:10)

· “That seems odd!”  (Acts 10:42-43)





         (James 2:26)

5.  Beware Framework!
6.  Set the Text in its Context
· Immediate
(Rom 8:28)

                       (1 Cor 10:13)

· Whole book
(1 Cor 13:4-7)


                        (Mark 8:22-26)



· Whole Bible
(Isa 61:1-3;  Lk 4:16-21)

                        (Ex 17:1-7; Ps 95, Hebrews 3:7 – 4:2)

7.  Cross the bridge with application

(i)  mind




 heart


      will.


(ii)  How does the message dictate the aim?

(iii)  Under the radar screen


(iv)  Ages and stages – preach to your congregation.

8.
God-centred preaching


9.
Exploring the genres
· OT narrative

· OT prophecy

   (also OT poetry, wisdom, apocalyptic)

· NT Gospels

· NT Epistles

10.
All-important choices

(i)  Theme Sentence



(ii)  Aim Sentence

11.
Constructing the Outline

(i)  Pace and shape


(ii)  Informative headings

        (iii)  State   -   Explain   -   Apply

(iv)  Illustration

        (a)  why?


       (b)  why not?

12.  Choose your way in
13.  Plan your way out
14.  Producing your script
· Words


· Sentences


· Patterns


· Language


Some thoughts about notes:-
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Session 3  :  Exposition on  AMOS 5:1-17
Structure:

vv 1-3  Lamenting Israel's doom



vv 4-6  Seek the Lord and live




v 7  The sins that are causing the problem





v 8a-c  The Lord creates and destroys






v 8d  The LORD is His Name





v 9  The LORD can destroy




vv 10-13  The sins that are causing the problem



vv 14-15  Seek good, not evil


vv 16-17  Lamenting Israel's doom.

Outline:

Intro:
Covenant love and faithfulness involves warnings and discipline



-  illustrations



We do not naturally seek the Lord to live.

1. Why do we think we can find life without God?

(  the attraction of our own "religion"  (v 5)

(  (the delusion that God will not judge us  (v 6 - see also v 14b)
    (the refusal to accept God's word  (also v 10)

(  the exalting of ourselves over others  (v 10-13)

All contrary to the LORD's character :  making myself God.



2. How does God react to our rebellious independence?

(  seek me and live  --  or exile  (v 5-6)
                --  leave your syncretistic religion

(  seek good, not evil  --  perhaps grace  (v 14-15)
               -- repent of your social evils

(  acknowledge the LORD, the God of hosts  (v 14-15)



3. Why should we bother?

(  because He is the Creator  (v 8 a-c)

(  because He is the Destroyer  (v 9 - also vv 1-2, 16-17)

(  because His nature is covenant love and steadfastness  (v 8d)


Conclusion:
God has come seeking for us, in Christ.



So, Matthew 6:33
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Session 4  :  OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY and the Contemporary Church
Introduction
i) The challenge : distance in time – detachment from message.


ii) 3-fold division of Hebrew Scripture (Luke 24:44).  15 books out of 39 belong to “latter prophets” (major and minor).


iii) All within a 300 year period (mid 8th to mid 5th centuries BC).  Useful to have a time chart.

 

1.  Examine the origins and the nature of Biblical prophecy.


(a)  Gen 20:7  -  Abraham is a prophet (intimacy with God)

(b)  Exod 4:10, 15-16 – Moses speaks to Aaron as God does to the prophet – see Ex 7:1-














2.  



High status.  Room for deception.

(c)  Num 12:6-8 – Moses’ unique role in verbal revelation

(d)  Deut 18:9-13, 15-18 – provision for the future, prototype of Christ, the prophet

(e)  Is Jesus that prophet?  Jn 1:21,45;  6:14, 7:40;  Acts 3:20-22, 24; 7:37


(f)  Jeremiah 23:16-29.  Strong warnings about false prophets (rabi = called), which teach 


us how to distinguish true prophets.  Hence the detailed call narratives of the major 

prophets.  They are preachers of Torah – “covenant enforcement mediators”  (Fee & 

Stuart).
 
(g)  Explore their relationship to God (divine commission and compulsion), to the Law 

(especially in the light of the post-Solomonic failure and rebellion of the monarchy) and to their hearers.  They expound the religious, ethical and political demands of the covenant with special reference to their contemporary contexts.
2.  Be clear about the predictive ingredient(s).


(a)  Part of the uniqueness of Yahweh is his ability to know and foretell the future.  This 

the idols cannot do (eg. Isa 41:21-29, 44:6-8).  When this is predicted and fulfilled it 

demonstrates its divine origin.

(b) Not “history written in advance”, not a coded account; but an urgent warning.



ILLUSTRATION : “There’s a car coming : you’ll be run over!”



The prophets call for change in the present in the light of God’s revelation of the 


future.   Grace warns now in the light of judgment (eg. Amos 4:6-12).  This is similar to 

the gospel preacher’s appeal to act in the “now”, because of the “not yet”.


(c)  Much future prophecy is conditional – the appeal is relational, not mechanical; there is 

still opportunity to respond.


(d)  But there are times when the prediction ingredient is absolute (eg. the fall of 


Jerusalem in Jeremiah, the Messianic promises, the gospel for the nations, the eternal 

Kingdom).

3.  Since most OT prophecy has already been fulfilled, what is its value to us today?

(a)  The declaration of God’s character and will.


(b)  The definition of purpose and goal in his sovereign government of the world and its 

history.


(c)  Incentives to trust and obey for what we do not yet see



EXAMPLES  :  Jesus in John 13:18-19,  14:28-29 and in Mark 13:32-37





See also 1 Peter 1:12

4.  Distinguish the literary characteristics of the genre.


(a)  Historical chronology is secondary in importance to theological theme.  More like 



anthologies of sermons


(b)  Basic unit is the “oracle”  (“Thus says the LORD”)


(c)  The poetic form of much prophecy means that rhythm, parallelism and word-plays are 

important (eg. Isa 5:7b).  Poetry form is more dramatic, striking and memorable, especially in a verbal culture.


(d)  Announcement oracles,  eg. Amos 1:3-5     Introduced and concluded by authoritative 

formula (“This is what the LORD says”), persons addressed (“Damascus”), revelatory divine statement about the future, the reasons for the statement and God’s responsive action(s).


(e)  Lament oracles,  eg. Amos 5:1-2 - funereal rhythms; or Micah 2:1-5 – announcement 

of distress (“Woe”), the exposure of sin, the judgment to follow (both of these in 


specific detail).


(f)
The Law-court confrontation eg. Micah 6:1-8.  The witnesses are called, the accused 

summoned, the prosecution case is made.  The defendant speaks in repentance, the verdict is pronounced and the verdict.  See also Isa 3:13-26.

NB  The content is always more significant than the structure; the purpose is always theological rather than literary.

(g)  Questions to ask in interpretation


i)   What historical/theological situation is God addressing here?



ii)  What is God saying he will do and what does this reveal of his unchanging 


    character and eternal purposes?



iii) How should the hearers react as they understand the prophecy?

5.  Principles for NT Interpretation and application of OT prophecies.

(a)  Luke 4:18-19 interprets Isa 61:1-3, as being fulfilled, but not the whole oracle yet.  See 


where Jesus breaks off.


(b)  Look for 3 points of reference / fulfilment:-  (i) to the original hearers, to encourage 

faith and obedience, and to see at least some fulfilment in the future of Israel; (ii) 


greater fulfilment in Christ and the gospel;  (iii) the complete fulfilment in the eternal 

kingdom



Eg.  Joel 2:28-32
-
Acts 2:17
-
Acts 2:37-39







Isa 53:7-8
-
Acts 8:35



This is the principle behind Luke 24:27, 44

(c)  Maintain the unity of the Bible.  Observe both the continuity and discontinuity between 

the testaments,  eg. food laws, temple, sacrifices, priesthood, Jerusalem, etc.

(d)  Recognise the proper place of typology, which discerns parallels between old and 

new covenants, but always recognises the richer and greater fulfilments of the new 

(Heb 7-8).  Distinguish from allegory.

6.  Principles for contemporary preaching of OT prophecy

(a)  The focus is not primarily the world, but the covenant community.

(b)  Preach grace, not legalism.  Social righteousness is the product of the gospel of 


God’s grace, never the reason for it.


(c)  Always preach the prophets, in the light of Christ’s coming.  He is the temple 


fulfilment.  The land blessings are now the spiritual blessings of the eternal Kingdom.


(d)  Remember that the unchanging God deals with his people on the basis of his 


unchanging covenant promises.  This implies both covenant blessing and discipline 

(Heb 12) and calls for the same responses of faith and obedience.
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